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House passes 
GOP tax bill: 
pressure on 
for Senate 


The House passed its version of the Republican tax over- 
haul Thursday, notching a key win for President Donald 
Trump and House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis. 


The vote: The bill passed 227-205. Thirteen Republicans 
voted against the bill. No Democrats voted for it. 


Highlights: The House bill delivers more than 80 percent 
of its cuts to corporations, business owners and wealthy 
families. Most middle-class Americans would see an imme- 
diate tax cut because of a lowering of individual tax rates, 
the near-doubling of the standard deduction and a larger 
child tax credit. But many households that itemize their 
deductions — for state income taxes, medical expenses, 
and more — could see immediate tax increases. And in 
future years, the benefits of the bill for individuals wane. 


Trump’s response: On Twitter, the president offered his 
praise. “Congratulations to the House of Representatives 
for ... a big step toward fulfilling our promise to deliver his- 
toric TAX CUTS for the American people by the end of the 
year!” 


What’s next: Obstacles remain in the Senate, which is 
refining its own version of the legislation amid objections 
from key GOP senators. 


Inside: Read more on page A10 


A&E SPORTS 
Holiday Porter exits 
movie guide Timbers 
Looking forward to a great Portland head coach 


Caleb Porter reportedly 
has decided to leave the 
soccer team, just weeks 
after leading the squad 
to a first-place finish 

in the MLS’ Western 
Conference. B1 


new movie brings a sense 
of anticipation akin to an 
unopened present. We 
bring you a breakdown of 
a dozen upcoming films 
to put on your wish list. 
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OREGON HOMELESSNESS 


Record number of 
homeless students 


Latest state count shows 5.6 percent more students were homeless in 2016-17 
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Growing numbers of Oregon students and preschoolers are homeless. In October, the 4- and 8-year-old sons of Sherry Fort- 
ener and Chris Miller, back left, were living in a tent outside Redmond while searching for housing. Molly Harbarger, staff 


Molly Harbarger The Oregonian/OregonLive Homeless students 

The number of homeless students in Oregon increased 5.6 percent in 
2016-17, according to a new count released this week. The increase to 22,541 
students without a permanent home of their own is the fourth solid year 
of growth in such students — and the continuation of a more than decade- 
long trend. 

“We used to see peaks and valleys. But there are no more valleys,” said 
Centennial School District homeless liaison Lori Palmiter. “Everything is 
staying at the same level or it’s increasing.” 

Often, the most constant service provider in a homeless family’s life is the 
federally required school district homeless liaison. But Palmiter and her col- 
leagues don’t have the funding or ability to meet the biggest need in a stu- 
dent’s life — reliable housing. 

“We do what we have to do to keep the student in school and provide as 
many things we’re allowed — and have funding to provide for them,” she 
said. 

SEE STUDENTS, A8 


The number of homeless students by 
school year and the percentage of state 
enrollment they make up. 


2012-13: 18,165 students, 
3.2 percent of state enrollment 


2013-14: 18,902, 3.6 percent 
2014-15: 20,524, 3.6 percent 
2015-16: 21,340, 3.7 percent 
2016-17: 22,541, 3.9 percent 


Source: Oregon Department of Education 


SEXUAL HARASSMENT 


Oregon leaders call on senator to step down 


GordonR. Friedman The Oregonian/OregonLive The latest 
A bipartisan throng of Oregon political heavyweights on A Los Angeles 
Thursday called on state Sen. Jeff Kruse to resign following radio personality 
an increasing number of reports that he sexually harassed says Sen. Al 
women at the Capitol, including two senators. Franken, D-Minn., 
In separate statements, the Oregon treasurer, the head kissed and groped 


her without her 
consent during a 
2006 USO tour. 
Franken issues 
an apology and 
calls for an ethics 
investigation into 
his behavior. A11 
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of the Democratic Party of Oregon and a leading Republi- 
can gubernatorial candidate pressured Kruse, a Roseburg 
Republican, to address accusations of sexual harassment 
and added their voices to the list of politicians calling for 
his ouster. 

In a strong rebuke of a member of his own party, Bend 
Rep. Knute Buehler, who is seeking the Republican 
SEE KRUSE, A9 


Sen. Jeff Kruse speaks at the Capitolin 
2012. Timothy J. Gonzalez, Statesman- 
Journal 
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